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MARY ANN BINNIE

The name ‘Mrs William Binnie’, and the initials ‘M.A.B.’ (‘M.A.’ being the initials of her Christian names) appended to poems, crop up regularly in Chapel records in the first 15 years of the twentieth century. She was Joseph Kemp’s mother-in-law. Mrs Kemp said that her persistent prayers for over 40 years for revival in Charlotte Chapel were a factor, which no one can measure, in the events of 1905 to 1907. There is nothing in any contemporary record to disclose what the initials ‘M.A.’ stand for – wives were usually described only as Mrs (husband’s first name)  – even when she joined the Chapel; none of the many references to her in her daughter’s biography of Mr Kemp give a clue as to her Christian names. However, entering ‘William Binnie, married 1867 in Scotland’ into the Mormon genealogy website in 2006 instantly brought up Mary Ann Smith, married on 13 June in Kelso.

There was revival in many parts of Scotland in 1859 and among the places to benefit was the border town of Kelso. One of the converts in meetings held in the Free Church of Scotland was a young woman of 17, who became a radiant Christian.
 She was awakened to a sense of the awfulness of sin and the state of a soul without Christ. She saw herself as a lost sinner. Then, after days of deep distress and darkness, the light broke in upon her soul and she saw Jesus as her Saviour. Instantly she had unspeakable joy and everything became new in her experience. The whole world seemed different, the sky, the trees, the very air she breathed.

Eight years later, in 1867, she married William Binnie and came to live in Edinburgh. She had been greatly influenced after her conversion by the godly life of an uncle, Mr. John Dewar, who was a deacon in Charlotte Chapel. Both she and her husband were convinced through the study of the New Testament of the scripturalness of Baptist practice and principles, so both of them were baptized and joined Charlotte Chapel on 14th October 1867. Of a quiet and retiring disposition, but with an intense love for her Lord, she became greatly absorbed in the spiritual welfare and work of her church. Having been converted at a time of revival, she was concerned about the lack of power and blessing in the services and began to pray fervently and continuously that God would send revival to Charlotte Chapel such as she had known in Kelso in 1859. 

She believed that she would see it soon, and she was therefore dismayed when her husband's business responsibilities took him away from Edinburgh to the west of Scotland in 1874, before the revival she had longed and prayed for had come.  She waited on God in her distress and as she read and meditated upon his Word, according to her daily practice in seeking to know the mind of God, she was led to read Psalm 45:16, ‘Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children’.  She accepted this promise as from the Lord, as a direct answer to her prayers, and with peace of heart she believed that the divine promise would yet be fulfilled. It came to her heart with such overwhelming power and conviction that she felt she could do no other than accept it as a direct answer to her prayers. Her heart was satisfied and she found comfort and rest in the belief that this promise would be actually fulfilled. With peace in her heart she penned poem (appended). She continued to pray for Charlotte Chapel, and the more she prayed, the more she believed that she would see revival there.

Her husband died only a year later, in 1875, and she returned as a widow with her two daughters to her native Kelso. Her prayers for another revival now included Kelso as well as Charlotte Chapel, and she began to pray for a new Baptist church in Kelso (the old one having closed) as 'a centre of soul-saving'.   She had few resources but relied on the promise in Isaiah 60: 9 (AV).   Her faith was rewarded, several years later, in an unexpected way. A member of the Dublin Street Baptist Church, Edinburgh, Miss Maria Scott, unexpectedly inherited from a distant relation the Makerstoun estate near Kelso and adopted the ancestral name, becoming Miss Scott Makdougall and remaining a staunch Baptist. Having now a considerable income she decided to use most of it 'to promote the Glory of God both at home and abroad'.   One of the projects was to renovate the disused Baptist Chapel in Kelso and to underwrite the salary of a pastor for ten years.   The work prospered and when a larger building was required, Miss Makdougall met the entire cost. 

 Her influence in the home on her two daughters had a far-reaching effect. Both of the ministers of the revived church in Kelso married the daughters of Mrs Binnie. The elder girl married the Rev. Edward Last, and the younger, Winnie, became Mrs Joseph Kemp in 1898, while he was the pastor of the Kelso Baptist Church.  Edward Last had gone there straight from Spurgeon's College in 1888 and was therefore three a half years before going to the Cambridge Street church in Glasgow, where he welcomed a total of 777 new members, and where he baptised a graduating student, Joseph Kemp, as described in the section Joseph Kemp's early years.

Three and a half years later Mr Kemp was invited to become the pastor of Charlotte Chapel. Mrs Binnie felt that God was going to answer her prayers according to the promise given to her in 1874, and was supportive of the call. She had to wait in earnest prayer for another four years before revival came, but her prayers may well have been a factor in the blessing that came to the Chapel under Mr Kemp's ministry. Mrs. Binnie spent many happy days from time to time in Edinburgh during Mr Kemp's ministry in Charlotte Chapel and rejoiced to see the revival of 1905-7 as the fulfilment of God's promise to her in 1874 - that the old church would again be crowded with people and witness to hundreds of souls turning to the Lord.

In 1915 she accompanied Mr and Mrs. Kemp to New York, and after four years returned to Kelso. In 1926, at the age of 83, she went with them to New Zealand on their return from a visit to the homeland. Blessed with wonderful health for her years, she was able to take an active interest in the work of the Auckland Tabernacle, to form many friendships, and to exercise in her own quiet way a gracious and endearing ministry. On the front page of The Reaper, of which Mr. Kemp was editor, there appeared month by month one of the numerous poems which she had written at different times in the course of her long Christian experience; and many were the cheering testimonies borne to the blessing received from their message. It was a happy finish to a beautiful life. In 1931, at the age of 87, she went to be with the Lord. 

TO CHARLOTTE CHAPEL

(On the occasion of leaving Charlotte Chapel in 1874).



            Farewell, sweet spot, the conflict is o'er,




Now I can leave thee to see thee no more.




Dark clouds surround, I my way do not know;




But 'tis Jesus that bids me, I'll joyfully go.




Sweet, sweet have the hours been, how short they appear,




Rich, rich has the peace been, when Jesus was near;




Deep, deep the heart searchings, the Word oft has given,




To strengthen, to cheer, and point me to Heaven.




My work has been short, but still it is done,




All glory to Jesus, the victory is won.




The foundation is laid, the structure will rise,




And many shall see it with glorious surprise.




Farewell, sweet spot, the conflict is o'er,




Now I can leave thee to see the no more.




Dark clouds surround, I my way do not know;




But 'tis Jesus that bids me, I'll joyfully go. 
Sources:

Mrs Kemp’s biography of her husband, pp. 80-82

William Whyte, Revival in Rose Street, on the CD.

� Her obituary in the Record says she was converted under D.L. Moody in Edinburgh in 1859, but the second paragraph of the obituary shows little knowledge of the family and so the D.L. Moody part can probably be discounted. It refers also to a ‘twin sister, Mrs. Rattray - ? who is she. Record, 1962, p. 142.





